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| Jewels India Jewels Inc.

Trendsetters
in diamond &
gold jewellery

D|am0nds AT SAM & RAJ

24 KT. BANGLES

CHAINS AND KARA BARS & COINS

22 KT. JEWELRY

CORAL~JADE PEARLS ETC

In case of any problem, just tell us. We will make

good your loss even after you return from india

We Trust And Respect Your Word, Why Go
Somewhere Else?

Do Not Settle For Less—Buy The Best i
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When you journey home,
ver the India you've never seen.

ndia beckons you home with the promise of
reunions and remembered places. It is
a chance to visit the scenes of stories
passed down through the generations.
And trace the steps of your forefathers
_through the ancient monuments

and temples of your heritage.

dia takes you on an adventure
ugh history and tradltlon culture

.

{7 Yes! Please send me information on the india
P’ve never seen before.

Name

- Address

City State : Zip

Mail to: Government of India Tourist Office
30 Rockefeller Plaza, 15 North Mezzanine
Dept. MH, New York, NY 10112

- Orcall: New York 212-586-490!
Los Angeles 213-380-8855
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FROM THE INCOMING PRESIDENT January 1994
Dear Members/Guests:

First, let me thank all the outgoing trustees
for a superb job in helping the TFAS and
fulfilling their assigned tasks of various
committees. I could not have done my job as
Treasurer for the past two years without the
help fo these dedicated members. I'm also
grateful for the incoming trustees for
electing me as the President. With the help
and guidance from the past and the present
trustees, I feel confident in meeting my
obligations as President fo this prestigious
organization.

I wish you all a healthy and prosperous New
Year.

Satyam Srikonda

President
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Why am | working as a TFAS Trustee?

Immigrant life in USA involves emotional circus feats in ev-
eryday life. Socities like TFAS act as the ’safety net. To
work for the well being and progress of these societies is to
strengthen our safety. Therefore, | am working as a TFAS
trustee.

Srinivasa K. Rao
Secretary
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FROM THE "PAST" PRESIDENT.. January 1994
Dear Members/Guests:

As retiring President of TFAS, I welcome the
new Board of Trustees for the 1994-1995 term
and wish them all the best. On December 12, we
the current Trustees facilitated the process
of electing the officers and other chairs
among the new Trustees. The following were the
results:

President - Satyam Srikonda

Vice President - Sri Sailam Vardha
Secretary - Srinivasa K.Rao
Treasurer - Nagendra Nath Nandiwada

Committee Chairpersons:

Annual Events - Manohar N. Rao

Special Programs - Krishnamurthy Guda
Membership Services - Vaikunta M. Gulivindala
Community Affairs - Nirmala Kocherlakota
Youth Activities - Ram P.Rao

There was good news and bad news. It was good
that we had no more than nine nominations and
didn't have to go through elections. But it
also meant that not enough members came
forward to take up the responsibility of
running the TFAS organization, and that was
disappointing. I am pleased that three
Trustees, Nirmala, Satyam, and Srinivasa Rao
are able to continue another term to provide
the continuity. We thank the Nominating
Committee, Dama Venkaiah, Narahari Kondisetti,
and K.V.R. Chary for their help.

As I mentioned in my previous notes, the
Committees chaired by the Trustees are
supposed to work with participation by some
general members. For example, a member
interested in taking a role in community
activities can contact the Chairperson and
offer ideas and help to lead the effort. We
hope you will consider helping one or more
committees and take an active role in TFAS.
The time you spend (sacrifice?) is no doubt
well worth it particularly for those with
growing children. I strongly believe that
children would get great benefits in terms of
the cultural identity and values just by their
exposure to your participation in TFAS and

your commitment to the community.
* * *

We had a term-ending entertainment program on
December 12 in Hawthorne, New Jersey. The
event started with lunch prepared by Bharati
Bhavaraju, Kalpana Chamarti, Lakshmi Karra,
Nirmala Kocherlakota, Parvati Ponnaluri,
Prabha Raghunath, and Shanti Srikonda. We
repeated the TFAS cultural exhibit which is
exciting to look at on occasions. The program
started by Kalpana as the MC with Pushpanjali
dance by Nina Raja, Silpa Gadiraju, and Jigna
Patel. Then we had Telugu songs by children,
Silpa Gadiraju, Lakshmana Kalisapudi, and
Bharati Kalisapudi. This was followed by dance
Thodayamangalam by Arti Rao, Jigna Patel,
Jagruti Patel, and Vishali Patel. Then
students Sai
and Sampath Medepalli played

Prashant Kocherlakota and his
Shyam Mohan
Tabla.

7

Mrs. Gloria Sarafian, a resident of Hawthorne
attending the program, distributed TFAS
mementoes to the artists. Then I introduced
the Trustees and their spouses who worked hard
during the last two years to organize the TFAS
activities and gave TFAS mementoes to the
spouses for "putting up" with the Trustees.

The Swaralahari group then entertained the
audience with their orchestra and singing
mostly Telugu songs. K.V.R. Chary, S.T.
Chakradhar, Ram and Sunita Pemmaraju,
Lakshmanna Vishnubhotla, and Rambhaskar
Nauduri played instruments. Sudha Chakradhar,
Sridevi Chary, Lakshminarayana Tangirala, and
Seshadri Venugopal were the singers. Sri V.V.
Subba Rao from the Indian Consulate, New York
recognized the group with a TFAS plaque.

We organized the program especially for our
members in the North Jersey and New York areas
who generally end up going to South Jersey for
most programs. But unfortunately, not many
members from these areas came to the program.
The usual theories for poor attendance were
postulated such as private parties and
shopping. As mentioned in my previous notes,
arranging programs 1is becoming difficult
because of uncertainties in the interests of
our members. Ugadi and Deepavali are attended
by more than 400 people, but any other
program, generally light or classical music,
gets poor attendance. I am sure the new
Trustees would like to hear from you on your
interests related to future programs!

* * *

In 1994, TFAS will be 10 years old. Great
achievements were made in this period in terms
of cultural and literary activities. We
honored more than 50 celebrities from India
including artists, educators, and politicians.
We published Telugu Jyothi every month adding
up to 120 issues. We recognized members for
their distinguished service. In 1993, we
started youth recognitions and a special
section in Telugu Jyothi for our youth. We
defined specific community activities and
initiated the Area Volunteers idea. Of course,
youth and community areas are our weak areas
and more effort 1is needed to increase
participation from members.
* * *
I have put in many hours of effort as
President during the last four years. Many of
you expressed appreciation and encouraged me.
The Trustees and their families gave me their

valuable support. Several individuals, in
particular, Dama Venkaiah, Ramakrishna
Chalikonda and Kidambi Raghunath gave me

advice. Many volunteers prepared good food for
our dinners and helped at the programs. My
wife, Bharati provided significant help such
as coordination of dinners at Ugadi and
Deepavali  programs, preparation of the
cultural exhibit, preparation and mailing of
flyers, and typing Telugu articles for Telugu
Jyothi. Similarly my children Rajita and
Vasudha helped me whenever they could with my
TFAS work. With my sincere thanks to all those
who made my two terms successful and
fulfilling ...ovevvevnenn. Murty P. Bhavaraju




The Fastest Way
For Your Savings To Grow. ..

STATE BANK OFINDIA

Earn highest interest

We pay the highest interest rates allowed by law on money deposited in India. No bank can pay
higher rates on Foreign Currency Non-Resident (FCNR) or Non-Resident External (NRE Rupee) accounts.

Multi-Currency option
FCNR deposits are available in a choice of 4 currencies - US Dollars, British Pounds, Deutsche
Marks and Japanese Yen.

Foreign Currency (Ordinary Non-Repatriable) Deposit Scheme
5-year dollar denominated FCNR deposits repayable in non-repatriable rupees are available with
attractive features such as high interest rate and the facility of gifting.

Fast, efficient service

You are a valued customber at SBI, not an account number on a computer screen. Our employees
give you fast, efficient service with up-to-date account information. Deposit your money in India and

-get personal banking service with all the benefits of modern banking technology. Our computerized

services are spreading in India to continually improve our services for you.

It’s easy to bank with SBI

Open and operate your accounts by mail. Or call us toll free to get current interest and exchange
rates, account application forms or for information about your personal banking needs.

Branches where you need them
When you bank with India, it is not good enough to have branches only in Calcutta, Bombay, Delhi
and Madras. Your choice is not restricted to these 4 centers. You can choose from a wide choice of
branches where you can open accounts.

You can benefit by banking with SBI

* No income, wealth or gift tax in India
* Low minimum balances; Low service charges for various services
* FCNR and NRE deposits are fully repatriable in dollars

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-227-4309
(for deposit schemes)

STATE BANK OF INDIA o

NEW YORK: 460 PARK AVE. (57th St.) New York, NY 10022

1-800-227-4309/1-212-735-9600
42-08 Main Street, Flushing, NY 11355 - 1-718-445-3900
CHICAGO: 19 South LaSalle Street, Suite 200, Chicago, IL 60603 * 1-800-621-1299/1-312-621-1200
WASHINGTON: 2001 Pennsylvania Avenue, Suite 625, Washington DC 20006 ¢ 1-202-223-5579
(CALIFORNIA SUBSIDIARY)
LOS ANGELES: 707 Wilshire Bivd., 19th Floor, Suite 1995, Los Angeles, CA 90017 ¢ 1-213-623-7250
ARTESIA: 17127 Pioneer Boulevard, Suite A, Artesia, CA 90701 ¢ 1-213-865-5009




Youth Forum  7p1yGy JYOTHI'S 20 QUESTIONS OF THE MONTH K- V-Rao.

In this forum, Telugu Jyothi publishes every month 20 questions on one
subject and provides answers elsewhere in this issue. Last month we read
about Rhinoceros. This month we will read/learn about Hippopotomus.
Hippopotmuses a.k.a. hippos, meaning ''river horsé'¥n Greek, the potato-
shaped amphibian animal is one of the larger land animals. Yet hippos are
good walkers on water, prefer 5' deep, where they can hop; spend most of
the day time in water or mud. They sleep and mate in water. They prefer
to come out at nights for grazing. And here are the 20 questions......

1. What is the average size of a hippo!
2. What is their life span and what are their habits~?
3. Are they social creatures?
4. Where do you find the pygmy hippos?
5. Are hippos good swimmers ? . Can they submerge in water for long time?
6. Can hippos run?
7. Can hippos cause serious damage to crops?
8. Can hippos attack a man?
9. Do hippos have natural enemies?
10. How does a male hippo impress the female in courtship?
11l. How much does a baby hippo weigh at birth?
12. Can newborn hippos swim at birth ?
13. Apart from zoog and Africa, where else do you find hippos?
14. Do hippos fight amongst themselves?
15. Are hippos useful in the 'food chain of life'?
16. Other than mud and water, how does hippo protect itself against heat?
17. Do hippos sweat blood?
18. Do pygmy hippos swim and spend much time in water like other hippos?
19. Are hippos hunted for their tusks?
20. Which is the closest domesticated relative of hippos?
For answers please see page:3¢

For Financial Planning
Contact Sekhar Vemparala

Our mission is to help clients achieve
their financial objectives
-prudently and thoughtfully-

through a long term relationship
with a trusted and
knowledgeable adviser.

Financial plans - Investment Portfolio Analysis
Tax Planning - Estate Planning - Pension Pla_lps
Mutual Funds - Insurance - Life, Health, Disability

Contact Sekhar Vemparala for a complimentary
discussion of your needs

(800) 437-8526 D
(201) 447-3330

An American Express company

955 Lincoln Ave AMERICAN

Glen Rock NJ 07452 EXPRES;
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Sankranti Muggu
- Kamala Anupindi, Syracuse, NY

Incredible but true, I actually completed a "yEnugula muggu” today! But just when I was about to call my mom
for her expert opinion, then I was brought down to earth by the screaming alarm clock! It was 7:00 amalready! For
a few minutes, I was totally confused. Where *exactly* was 1? I just had to look out of the window to find the
answer. The entire world was covered in white ! "Oh no", I thought, pulling myself out of the bed. It had snowed in

Syracuse last night.

I dreamt of Sankrantri. Of all the festivals we celebrated in India, no other festival 'got me going' like sankratri.
Some might say "paTnam pErigina vALLu, mIkEmi telusu sankrantri gurinchi" ! Maybe true. but I doubt if i'd be
willing to trade my memories of 'Hyderabadi' sankrantri for anything! The first and the most appealing part of
sankratri was its warm-upsession that began one month prior to the 'big day' itself. In my colony there used to be an
undeclared competition among the families for the most elaborate “muggulu'. I still remember carrying the
amulspray tinfull of muggu for my sisters and watching them in awe as they created intricate patterns by merely
connecting a few dots here and there. I always ended up in what now I can compare to a divider on the US highway.
Not very surprisingly, when my sisters could no longer stand my fervent appeals to let me participate in the actual
drawing, they would banish me to the far end of our compound with strict instructions to use one one square foot of
space. Every inch of earth was important you see! Before the actual 'muggu making' session began, the entire
'territory' had to be 'prepared’ for it. This involved sweeping the whole area (and we had looooots of empty space
*then*) and sprinkling water all over. And if you think I'm going to tell you to what lengths we all went to collect

the cow dung, you are mistaken. *Those* memories of sankrantri, I would rather forget.

The worst moments were those when we had to waitfor the ground to dry up. I used to wait at the door impatiently
for the word 'go’ from my sisters-else I would walk all over the wet ground. My mom had strict instructions for us
not to spend more than an hour doing all this. We had to do our home work you know. All this had to be done at
night, for the next day's display! My sisters always ended up wasting about five precious minutes as to which
'muggu’ would be the best. It had to be something that no other family knew of and something that weh had never
displayed before. Five minutes was a very short time to come to a decision. But considering the fact thatwe had just
an hour, five minutes was a loooong time for me. And I would interrupt their discussions with my screams " Vani,
aajokers muggu pETTu. Purna, chilakala muggu pETTu ". Need I say that my screams were completely ingnored?
They would decided on making one of those 'dEyyAla’ muggulu.These muggulu are completely made of figures of
8. Imagine 8888 ...eeeeks, They reminded me of dEyyAlu pictures from chandamaama! The next morning
completely belonged to me even though I was much younger than my sisters. It was the 'gobbiL.Lu' time ! I know
many people would say "eeks", but I can never forget the pleasure I derived out of making those small balls of cow

dung, drawing three vertical lines -end to end, one each with 'pasupu’, '’kumkuma' and'biyyamu pinDi'. No pooja




decoration was complete without kumkuma 'boTTulu' and gobbiL.Lu were no exceptions. Each one of them adorned
atleast 2 or 3 boTTulu -on the sides- in between the pasupu-kumkuma-pindi lines . I would pluck the biggest 'banthi
puvvulu’ from our 'garden and put one ‘puvvu' each right on top of each of those cow dung balls. Those round green
balls, with three red-yellow-white lines, kumkuma boTTulu between those lines and a beautiful 'kaaram banthi
puvvu' on top were what we called gobbiL.Lu. There had to be a very large one (‘thalli gobbEmma') and a very
small one('pilla gobbEmma’), apart from the many medium sized gobbiLLu. These were always given the best
position on the muggu -so carefully prepared the previous day! They were invariably placed right at the center of the
muggu and the rest of them -medium sized ones- took other strategic positions, like on the 'hats of each joker', or

'the center of each kamalam puvvu' or the ‘mohamu of each yEnugu'.

In the the movie 'Swati Mutyam’, there is a scene where Kamal Hasan, realizingthat his 'vaakili' doesn't have
gobbEmmalu, steals the 'pilla-thalli' gobbEmmalu from the neighbor's muggu. I was mahathrilled to seethat in a
movie.Coming to songs on gobbil.LLu. My favorite one is annamachaarya’s - kOlani dOpariki gobbiLLO, yadukula
swAmiki gobbiLLO.. . The all<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>